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Another Homes Tour Is 
Coming Our Way
Author: HPNA Historian Patrick Alley; Editor: Julie Batson 

The Hyde Park Homes Tour has found six houses for 
this year’s tour on Saturday, October 1, 2022. This year 
the generous owners who are opening up their homes to 
thousands of visitors are Dale Scott, 819 E. 31st St.; Angela 
Splittgerber, 3341 Campbell; Angela and David Bryan, 628 
E. 36th St.; Barbara and Stephen Mitchell, 2 Janssen Place; 
Valeri Crenshaw and Kyle Roehler, 4343 Campbell; and 
3446 Harrison. As I’ve mentioned before, home buyers in 
Hyde Park are more than just property owners. They are 
living in a piece of architectural and social history and have 
an obligation to conserve, protect, and restore their homes 
for the enjoyment of future generations. It will be fun to 
see how this current crop of home owners have met that 
challenge.

This month I’d like to introduce two of the homes that have 
been on tour before and are now back: 628 E. 36th St. and 
2 Janssen Place. Both have rich histories and have received 
loving care in the past from the home owners.

Steve and Barbara Mitchell put their 2 Janssen Place 
home on the Hyde Park Tour for the first time 
in 1995. For that early tour the pamphlet gave a 
detailed accounting of the history of the home and 
what the Mitchells had done to restore the house to 
its early splendor. Here is what the pamphlet said: 
“Arthur F. Stilwell, well known businessman and 
founder of the Kansas City Southern Railroad lived 
in the 600 block of East 36th St. where his home 
faced the land encompassed today by Janssen Place. 
Envisioning an exclusive private street lined with 
magnificent homes, Stilwell purchased the land and 
formed the Janssen Place Land Company in 1897. 
The 19 original houses were built between 1900 
and 1917. Number 2, the third house to be built 
on the street, is of Italianate Revival design and 
constructed in 1905.

Built for John Henry Tschudy, his wife Anna, and their 
six children, the home was designed by the architectural 
firm of Howe, Hoit and Cutler. The family business, the J. 
H. Tschudy Hardwood Lumber Company, was located at 
23rd and West Pennway for many years. Members of the 
Tschudy family occupied the house until 1947. The decades 
following saw the house and carriage house subdivided into 
as many as 11 separate rental units.

Steve and Barbara bought the house in 1985 and are its 
ninth owners. In addition to an extensive and historically 
accurate restoration of the 18 room house, they have also 
installed new mechanical and electrical systems and added 
modern appliances and conveniences in the kitchens and 
bathrooms. Their attention to historic detail and aim for 
perfection has created a truly unique and extraordinary 
home.

As one would expect in a house built by the owner of 
a hardwood lumber company, the interior woodwork 
includes 11 different woods. Steve has restored all of the 
woodwork in the house, including the duplication of any 
missing pieces. Of additional note are the period window 
treatments and over 50 original or period light fixtures 
throughout the house. Many of the wallpapers used in the 
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Your 2022 HPNA Board
President Angie Splittgerber 816.531.3899 president@hydeparkkc.org

1st Vice President Chris Koch 816.769.9089 1stvp@hydeparkkc.org

2nd Vice President Crissy Dastrup 580.678.3123 2ndvp@hydeparkkc.org

Treasurer Warren Green 816.665.6033 treasurer@hydeparkkc.org

Recording  Amelia McDaniel 816.588.0510 recordingsecretary@ 
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 Harry Katner 469.441.4338 centralrep@hydeparkkc.org
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The Hyde Parker contact information
 Editor/Publisher: Julie Batson/Lydia DeMonte 
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Meetings & More 
Sign up for HPNA emails  
for updated meeting info:  
https://hydeparkkc.org/subscribe/
Monthly Meetings – 

HPNA Board: Second Mondays, 6:30 p.m.

Neighborhood Meetings:  
Third Tuesdays, odd-numbered months, 
7:00 pm at Central Presbyterian Church, 
3501 Campbell

Crime and Safety: Officers meet with 
neighbors monthly at 7pm on the last 
Thursday of the month from Jan-Oct at 
Central Patrol, 1200 E. Linwood Blvd.

The HP Playgroup: For updates, contact 
Megan Sawyer at megan.m.sawyer@gmail.com 
or join the facebook group at: 
facebook.com/groups/167822493269853.
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Do Houses Talk? A letter 
from an Urban Pioneer
Author: HPNA Historian Patrick Alley; Editor: Julie Batson 

Last month, while doing the article on the early home 
tours, I ran across something which appeared in the 
Hyde Parker in May 1982. Th e author was Lisa Merrill. 
She and her husband, Jim, bought 3328 Harrison Blvd. 
in the late 1970s with the express purpose of restoring 
the decrepit house to its original glory. When 
they moved in, the house was subdivided into 
17 apartments, but it miraculously still possessed 
plaster and canvas ceiling and the wood moldings 
in the dining room, beveled-glass doors, original 
brass chandeliers, a tiled foyer and six fi replaces, 
each with a distinctive design. Th e fi rst fl oor was 
all oak: the second was natural walnut and the 
third was pine and mahogany. What follows is 
Ms. Merrill’s thoughts on what it means to be the 
caretaker of an historic home in Hyde Park. Keep 
her letter in mind, next time you decide to paint 
over that natural molding in the living room.

My House Talks to Me by Lisa Merrill
As I approached its stone steps and began to 
ascend, moans echoed through my ears, pounding 
at my head. Each step revealed her face, from 

which the tears of years past had long since dried. Dried, 
crumbling, and rotting from abuse and from her long, lost 
hope for salvation. Nearing death, only moans could be 
heard as the beveled glass door opened.

Th e passage from the tiled foyer into the entry hall was 
a passage back in time. It was not an ordinary step back 
in time for it was mirrored, showing two periods of time. 
Th e leaded glass, the blackened brass chandeliers, the six 
fi replaces with magnifi cent tile and mantels long since 
bricked up, the massive oak staircase, the music room 
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Membership for the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association renews on an annual basis each 
year in January. Your membership dues help support Newsletter Production and Mailing, the 
Hyde Park Homes Tour, Website Maintenance, Social Events, Streetlight Banners, Matching 
Funds for Grants, Neighborhood Cleanups & more! Most importantly, members have voting 
rights to elect the Board members and help determine how the neighborhood budgets fund 
responds to developments and positions on City issues that impact our neighborhood. 

If You Haven’t 
Already Paid 
Your Dues in 

2022, Th ey are 
Due Today! Dues are: 

$35 ...........Household
$50 ...........Patron
$100 .........Nonprofi t
$100 .........Resident Commercial
$150 .........Corporate Commercial

Renew online at www.hydeparkkc.org by clicking 
on the Association tab and using a credit/debit card. 
Or renew by mail by sending a check to the HPNA, 
P.O. Box 32551, Kansas City, MO 64171. Checks 
should be made out to the Hyde Park Neighborhood 
Association and please include your name, address, and 
email for a receipt.
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Th e Hyde Parker contact information
 Editor/Publisher: Julie Batson / Lydia DeMonte

editor@hydeparkkc.org

Meetings & More
All in person meetings have been 
cancelled, sign up for HPNA emails 
for updated meeting info: 
https://hydeparkkc.org/subscribe/
Monthly Meetings – 

HPNA Board: Second Mondays, 6:30 p.m.

Neighborhood Meetings:
Th ird Tuesdays, odd-numbered months,
 7:00 pm

Crime and Safety: Offi  cers meet with 
neighbors monthly at 7pm on the last 
Th ursday of the month from Jan-Oct. 
Currently meetings are being conducted 
virtually, visit https://www.facebook.com/
hydeparkkc for log in information on the day 
of each meeting.

Th e HP Playgroup: For updates, contact 
Megan Sawyer at megan.m.sawyer@gmail.com 
or join the facebook group at:
facebook.com/groups/167822493269853.


